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As COVID-19 cases continue to rise and fall in and
around Ithaca, small businesses are wondering what
the future holds. 

If they were lucky enough to qualify for Payroll Pro-
tection Plan funds, they’ve long since run out. Many
are now considering loans to tide them over until the
better times we all hope are ahead. 

Unfortunately, predatory lenders are ramping up
their eff�orts to take advantage of small businesses hit
hard by the pandemic. 

Today, state law does not require all fi�nancing com-
panies to clearly disclose pricing and terms to small-
business borrowers. Fortunately, in July, the state leg-
islature passed the Small Business Truth in Lending
Act, requiring clear and comprehensive disclosures
from all lenders. It awaits Governor Cuomo’s signa-
ture. 

This bill goes a long way toward addressing the is-
sues of the deceptive Merchant Cash Advance (MCA)
industry and other online lenders. Unfortunately,
many small businesses, desperate to stay afl�oat dur-
ing the pandemic, have turned to merchant cash ad-
vances. These cash advances are a lot like now-illegal
payday loans for consumers. MCAs are not required to
disclose annual percentage rates to borrowers, lead-
ing small businesses to take on unaff�ordable debt un-
knowingly, when they might have used a credit card or
other lower-cost fi�nancing option.

Community Development Financial Institutions
(CDFIs) like Alternatives Federal Credit Union (AFCU)
can often help businesses get out from under crushing
MCA debt. We know how harmful these products and
other high-cost fi�nancing can be for small businesses,
particularly during a crisis. Small businesses deserve
straightforward disclosures so that they can make in-
formed decisions and avoid debt traps. 

Here in Ithaca, a woman business owner who iden-
tifi�es as a person of color needed cash to secure addi-
tional equipment and working capital to keep up with
growing demand for her catering services. She bor-
rowed $40,000 from an MCA company, secured by fu-
ture anticipated income. 

Unfortunately, the daily repayment withdrawals
from her credit card sales were not clearly disclosed in
advance and were much higher than she anticipated.
The strain on her company’s cash fl�ow led to late fees,
penalty interest and overdraft fees, in addition to the
original loan amount.

AFCU was able to roll the outstanding MCA loan
into a larger commercial mortgage refi�nance that also
eliminated a looming balloon payment from a third
lender. We helped her establish a tax and insurance
escrow account with her regular monthly mortgage
payment, clearing up past-due tax bills and eliminat-
ing additional penalties and interest going forward.

This aff�ordable loan with escrow allowed her to
keep her business going, support more than forty mi-
nority employees and serve the needs of the commu-
nity.

The Small Business Truth in Lending Act was en-
dorsed by a wide range of lenders and small business
advocates, including the New York State CDFI Coali-
tion. Fair and honest lenders have nothing to fear re-
garding transparency and the adoption of standard
terms to describe the cost of loans. That’s why we’re
urging Governor Cuomo to help protect the small busi-
nesses in our state by swiftly signing the Small Busi-
ness Truth in Lending Act into law.

Eric Levine, of Ithaca, is the chief executive offi�cer
of Alternatives Federal Credit Union.
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ety on the planet in which you have a “right” to com-
plete freedom. Neither the Constitution nor anything
else gives us the right to behave in ways that endanger
others.

In addition to the demands imposed by the corona-
virus, Mr. O’Bryan mentions other infringements on his
“rights” like having to use seat belts. I’m sure most of us
could name other examples including car seats, speed
limits, motorcycle helmets, traffi�c lights and so on.
Many of those measures became law because ordinary
citizens organized and pushed for their adoption. Hard-
ly the creation of “dictators.” 

We’re now being asked to behave as responsible citi-
zens, and do everything possible to protect the lives
and health of all Americans. That has been the respon-
sibility of governments in every crisis or war in history.
Claiming some political justifi�cation for irresponsible
and selfi�sh behavior (having to submit to demands de-
prives us of our freedom, etc.) doesn’t alter its reality.
Nor does following the deplorable example set by Don-
ald Trump. 

Doing what is required of us, particularly at a time
like this, isn’t all that easy or fun. It’s called “adulting,”
and nobody likes it. We do what we have to do because
it is prudent, and out of a sense of common decency,
concern for one another, and to save lives. We also rec-
ognize that the “burdensome” demands aren’t just di-
rected at us personally; this situation exists throughout
the world, regardless of government or political system. 

And despite protests from the more short-sighted,
responsible adults all over the world are also doing
what is necessary to prevent the loss of more lives.

Kate Turner is an Ithaca resident.
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In Patrick O’Bryan’s guest column (Nov. 14), he stat-
ed that the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus are
a violation of his “civil rights,” and represent the “big-
gest government theft of our rights” in his lifetime. He
fi�nds complying with them “hugely burdensome,” and
refers to the government as a “dictator.” Really? 

The federal government’s lack of a clear and decisive
response to the pandemic has led to more than 250,000
deaths; the number is climbing daily. The state govern-
ment’s response, along with the eff�orts of many,
brought New York’s virus levels down from the highest
to the lowest. 

Still, the large number of people refusing to wear
masks, stay home and social distance create more re-
strictions for the rest of us. Until more Americans are
willing to help in controlling the pandemic, further
measures (like increased tracking and reporting) may
be required. This is not a political game; it is an interna-
tional health crisis. 

Mr. O’Bryan complains about realities we are re-
quired to accept as individuals living in any society.
Yes, we may have certain rights and freedoms, but we
also have a responsibility for ourselves and others. My
freedom to do what I want stops at the point where it
infringes on yours. Since your behavior has conse-
quences for others as well as yourself, there is no soci-
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earth is fl�at. You may try to change their minds by sat-
ellite photos or logs of ships circling the globe, but fail-
ure doesn’t matter.

However, when millions of Americans still do not
believe in climate change, vaccinations, civil rights,
and Donald Trump still has power, then ignorance,
corruption, unenlightened self-interest is a danger to
our nation and our planet. The division in America be-
tween what is basically good and what is evil is not
new. Long-lasting problems such as slavery and well-
attended public lynchings spike in evil such as the
obliteration of a rich Black community in Tulsa in 1921.

I doubt anyone will ever convert the Trump base or
Mitch McConnell to the better way. I doubt my 65
years in medicine will enable me to convert anti-vaxx-
ers. I also doubt any current laws or mandates will
slow the ongoing and rising death toll that can at least
be ameliorated by masks, contact tracing, social dis-
tancing and, very important, more selected lock-
down. 

If the way we live now is not changed for the scien-
tifi�cally proven need for actions on COVID and cli-
mate, to name the most important, we may be
doomed to be damned. 

Jud Kilgore is an Ithaca resident.
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How do you address those you disagree with vehe-
mently? Best not to say, “Are you nuts?” or “How can
you be so stupid?” Better try, “Interesting idea, but
there is a lot of confl�icting information.”

Two items in The Ithaca Journal on Nov. 14 brought
this topic to mind. One, by a psychiatrist suggested
trying to understand your opponents’ point of view.
The other, by someone unidentifi�ed by profession,
stated boldly that COVID-19 restrictions violate our
civil rights. He objects to fi�rst responders being given
special rules, and that contact tracing invades privacy
concerns. He even objects to seat belt laws. He does
not quote the Declaration of Independence, the Con-
stitution or the Bill of Rights, just his idea of what he
should be able to do regardless of the harm it may do
others.

There are some ideas that no matter how crazy they
seem, are harmless, such as those still saying the


